Safety of colostomy closure.
A retrospective study of colostomy closures was prompted by recent reports detailing frequent postoperative complications. In a series of 125 intraperitoneal colostomy closures there was a low incidence of complications. There were no anastomotic breakdowns, fistulas, or deaths. We conclude that closure of a well healed colostomy is a safe operation, the success of which is determined by the careful technic with which it is performed.